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Synopsis

a ceAn extraordinary life.a «4 "The New York Times Book Review A 4 ceA fitting homage to one of
the great outdoor extremists.4 4 "Kirkus Reviews A Legendary climber Scott Fischer found in
Mount Everest a perfect landscape for his fearless spirit. Scaling the worlda ™s highest peak tested
his skills, his courage, and his endurance. His legendary final expeditiona "and its tragic

outcomeé "are portrayed in Everest, the 3-D movie adaptation starring Jake Gyllenhaal as Scott
Fischer. Robert Birkby, one of Scotta ™s close friends, captures in this intimate and stirring portrait
who Scott Fischer really was and what led him to climb to the top of the worlda "before he left it
altogether. A a ceA personal, uncritical biography that rounds out the portrait of Fischer sketched in
Krakauera ™s best-seller Into Thin Air.a a4 "The New York Times Book Review A 4 ceA much fuller
picture of a climber widely critiqued in the high-profile coverage after the Everest

tragedy.a «a "Seattle Post Intelligencer A a ceA vivid portrait of a superb athlete whose love of
mountain climbing drove everything he did.4 «a "Ed Viesturs, author of No Shortcuts to the Top A

a ceBirkby succeeds in illuminating the power mountains can exert over the human

soul.a "Publishers Weekly A Updated with a New Introduction and Epilogue Plus new photos

exclusive to the digital edition!
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Customer Reviews

Scott Fischer's name as a mountaineer was as well known within the international mountaineering
community as it was little known by the general public until his tragic death on Mount Everest during
the deadly climbing season of May 1996. That deadly season at the top of the world captured the
public’s imagination not only because of the significant loss of life, but also because for the first
time, the mostly private business of challenging the world’s highest summit was available for the first
time to all who were interested on the internet, over satellite phones and through Jon Krakauer’s
presence as an "imbedded" journalist for Outside magazine.With Scott’s death, Birkby lost a close
friend and an influence in his own life going back to 1982 when the two men, who had only recently
met, climbed Mt. Olympus together in Olympic National Park. Although Birkby’s evolution as a
highly skilled and well known outdoorsman had taken him on a self described "horizontal approach
to America’s wild places" his new friendship with Scott inspired new types of vertical adventures with
Scott and his commercial climbing company Mountain Madness that included expeditions to the
summits of Mt. Kilimanjaro and Mt. Elbrus and even eventually, to the famous Everest base
camp.Birkby’s healing from the loss of his good friend began on the SCA high school crew he led in
Grand Teton National Park the summer following the tragedy. But even as the pain eased, Bob and
other member’s of Scott’'s community grew frustrated with the incomplete portrait of who Scott was

as a man, a father and a mountaineer that emerged publicly in major accounts of the accident.
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